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* If patient is face-down, roll them on their back, taking care not to create or worsen an injury.
† Use head-tilt/chin-lift technique or modifi ed jaw-thrust maneuver to open airway if you suspect a head, neck or spinal injury.

Check for responsiveness
(shout – tap – shout)

• Activate EMS, rapid response or resuscitation team and call for AED
• Ensure patient is in supine position*
• Open airway†

• Simultaneously check for breathing and pulse for 5–10 seconds

Perform
visual survey

UnresponsiveLife-threatening bleeding Obstructed airway

Responsive

See Opioid Overdose
Treatment Guideline

Suspected or known 
opioid overdose

See age-appropriate BLS guideline
(Respiratory Arrest)

No normal breathing/
pulse present

Normal breathing/
pulse present

Control hemorrhage with 
any available resource

(including the use 
of tourniquet or 

hemostatic dressing)

No normal breathing/
no pulse

See age-appropriate BLS guideline
(Cardiac Arrest)

See age-appropriate
Obstructed Airway Treatment 

Guideline

• Place in age-appropriate recovery position if no 
  suspected head, neck, spinal or pelvic injury.
• Monitor until EMS, rapid response or resuscitation 
  team arrives.

Complete 
assessment 
and provide 

care as 
appropriate


